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[ am Amy Peterson, Director of the Mayor’s Office of Housing Recovery, which administers the
Build it Back program. I would like to thank the Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises for the
opportunity to testify in support of the Special Regulations for Neighborhood Recovery text
amendment at today’s hearing.

The New York City Build it Back program, funded by federal CDBG-Disaster Relief dollars, is
designed to assist homeowners, landlords, renters, and tenants affected by Hurricane Sandy
within the five boroughs. The program offers multiple pathways to assistance, including:
property rehabilitation or reconstruction, property elevation, reimbursement for repair work
already carried out, and acquisition of homes.

Since the de Blasio Administration overhauled the program, Build it Back has seen significant
progress with nearly all applicants having been made an offer by the program and over 1,400
starting construction. The Build it Back program expects to elevate, rebuild, or repair thousands
of homes. Through the proposed text amendment, we are introducing special zoning rules that
apply specifically to Sandy-damaged residences in targeted areas within the flood zone so that
we can speed up the pace of resilient building in those areas.

While extensive zoning changes were adopted in 2013 as part of the Citywide Flood Resilience
text amendment, this proposal is needed in order to remove additional regulatory barriers. The
proposal facilitates the elevation of existing homes and the resilient reconstruction of
significantly damaged or destroyed homes in several ways.

e [t greatly simplifies the process for documenting non-compliances and non-conforming
uses. Right now, before construction can take place, existing zoning codes demand that
homeowners produce documentation showing that the home is as it existed at the time of
the 1961 Zoning Resolution, or other subsequent zoning changes. This burden of proof is
often impossible to meet: the fact that many properties have changed hands since 1961
and that many properties were severely damaged during the flood means documentation
is often inaccessible, incomplete, or has simply been destroyed. As a result, the
documentation is not available. In many cases, there are only Sanborn maps from the
1930s. Homes which have had minimal alterations made since the 1930s — a few feet
added to the front or rear — cannot be approved for elevation or reconstruction unless
those few feet are taken off the home. This is an unnecessary penalty for homeowners. As
one homeowner explained in her testimony to Staten Island CB2: “These homeowners
deserve to keep the square footage they had prior to Sandy as it affects their quality of
life as well as the value of their home. This will also allow these homes to be built to help
keep the character of the neighborhood.”



y ) Housin
Nyc Recove?'y
212-615-8329

housing@recovery.nyc.gov

BUILDIT
BACK

nyc.gov/builditback

e It establishes a new zoning envelope so that rebuilt homes fit the visual character of the
neighborhood. Under current regulations, homes must be rebuilt within the existing
footprint or according to existing zoning regulations— which for narrow and shallow lots
would result in extremely tall, “candle-stick-like” buildings that do not provide quality
living space and are inconsistent with the overall character of the neighborhood. As such,
the proposal removes regulatory barriers to allow homes to have wider footprints
(achieved by increasing side yard reduction provisions for narrow/shallow lots). The
resulting homes will be shorter and wider, more appropriate to the built context in the
area and more livable for the homeowners.

e It removes disincentives for property owners to make resilient investments by allowing
additional habitable space to be elevated to comply with flood-resistant construction
standards. Restrictions on elevating parts of a structure that are below adjacent grade
level have deterred some homeowners who use their basements for living space from
choosing that pathway. As of now, any elevation can only include habitable spaces that
are adjacent to or above the adjacent grade level. This discourages property owners from
elevating their homes. As such, the proposal remove regulatory barriers to allow dwelling
spaces that are up to 50% below adjoining grade) to be elevated.

Importantly, this text amendment is the result of many discussions with civic leaders, community
members, and elected officials, including Borough President Melinda Katz, who has described
this amendment as “bold” and a good example of what can be done when government works
together. I quote one of the homeowners to drive home just how important these reforms are:
“Residents like us should not have to suffer the loss of our homes twice — once to nature and
again to bureaucracy.”

Altogether, these new proposals constitute a broad effort to eliminate the operational challenges
brought about by current regulations. Once passed, these proposals will allow hundreds of
homeowners to move forward in our program and receive much-needed relief.
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My name is Barry Schneider, and my wife Judy and I are pleased to be here today to
support Hospital for Special Surgery’s application for a special permit to allow the
expansion of its West Wing,

Judy and I are long-time residents of the Upper East Side community where the
Hospital is located. I have served for over 20 years as a member of Community
Board 8 and as President of the East Sixties Neighborhood Association. <

I 'am very familiar with the Hospital and its great work. In facf, I'am a walking
example of the extraordinary clinical care that HSS provides to thousands of patients
each year, having had both of my hips replaced there several years ago.

For many years, 1 was also honored to serve as the community representative on the
Hospital’s Institutional Review Board, which reviews all research projects involving
humans to ensure that they meet the highest ethical standards.

I'understand that the Hospital is experiencing an extraordinary demand for its services
and that this need is growing. I have nothing but respect and admiration for the
institution, and whole heartedly support its desire to expand to add three new
inpatient operations to enable 2,500 additional inpatient surgeries per year.

#{7; J'H/L JZM —ﬁsf/ ﬁfﬁ/}’klﬂ*7 s ﬂ"FHVER , Wc)/wfﬁw: L.

* 340 East 64™ Street
New York, NY 10065
(9 212 755-1296 (m) 212 203-2722 mbs16@pipeline.com



Judith E. Schneider

Testimony in support of the Hospital for Special Surgery's Application
before the Land Use Committee of the New York City Council

Good Morning Council Members,

I am Judy Schneider and I want to echo Barry’s comments. Like Barry, I have been
an involved member of the Hospital’s community for many years. I am currently a
Board member of Friends of St. Catherine’s Park and the East Sixties Neighborhood
Association, and until recently served as a member of Community Board 8, a position
I held for over 20 years.

I have also been an HSS patient, and have experienced firsthand the exceptional care
provided by its physicians and therapists. Barry and I have also referred many friends
to the Hospital, and the feedback we have received from each and every one of them
has been glowing.

The Upper East Side community and all of New York City are very fortunate to be
home to a world-renowned institution like HSS. T am so pleased to be here today to
lend my support to the Hospital’s application for a special permit to enable the
expansion of its West Wing to add three new operating rooms so that the growing
number of patients from New York City and beyond secking care at HSS can benefit
from the great work of its physicians and surgeons.
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In closing I just want to add that th¢faddition is not intrusive on the neighborhood,
since it just extends over the HSS sidewalk on the part of the street that is not a public
thoroughfare.

Thank you for hearing my testimony.
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